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Once again, I must apologize for not getting this out sooner, hence I was busy with having to take care of a major 

reroute on ITS 90 in the Woodland area, now that it is all signed and groomed, I can now focus on this report.  

With this weather forecast for the weekend I struggled on even having to write this report, but here it is. 

Speaking of what we are about to experience for the weekend, the number one thing that snowmobilers need to 

think about is making sure that you dress warm, have a plan in place and to let someone know where you are 

planning on riding.  Obviously, this is Maine, and we always will claim that we have seen colder, but these next 

48 hours will be some of the coldest air we have seen in a very long time.  The winds are what will make it 

dangerous.  This past week we have picked up several inches of powder and that is what will lead to whiteout 

conditions and zero visibility.  So, if you are planning on venturing try and ride where trails are somewhat 

sheltered.  Open terrain fields will become very difficult to traverse even with properly marked with field markers, 

so plan accordingly. 

There have been reports that some clubs are still dealing with water holes, well if these next 48 hours doesn’t help 

to freeze these down then I don’t know what will. 

Deer, Moose, and Turkeys are out on the trails and as the snow gets deeper there will be more and more out there. 

TRAIL INFORMATION: 

Soldier Pond: Reporting that trails are setting up good.  Still dealing with a few water holes on 73 North near 

Fort Kent and on 96 near the clubhouse, this cold snap should help.  Moose are on the trails out this way so please 

use caution.   They are also dealing with sledders hitting the trail signs, please it is difficult enough to get enough 

volunteers to put them up. 



Washburn Snowmobile club: reporting that trail 105 and ITS 83 have been groomed and are in good shape, they 

were groomed last night and will not be out until Sunday do to the cold weather.  Trail 61 has not been done for 

a second time so please do not attempt to take this trail.  The clubhouse will be open for the weekend, this is a 

good spot to get warm. 

Nordic Lakers (New Sweden, Westmanland, Stockholm):  Reporting good conditions.  The water hole that 

they were dealing with on 81 below Capital hill road is now frozen over and snow covered. 

Portage Lakers:   reporting good conditions.  Remember this year they are using the alternate ITS 90 trails from 

Portage to 105, it is well marked.  This trail is 28 miles from 105 to Portage.  Please do not use the old 90 as there 

is 7 miles of plowed road.  They will be adjusting their grooming schedule for the upcoming weekend; they will 

be out earlier than later. 

Caribou:  Reporting that all trails are in good condition.  The reroute on ITS 90w is all done and marked, please 

note that it does use about 3700 feet along Route 228.  There was enough room to use the ditch off the road, we 

know that it is not ideal, but it is out of necessity.  Groomers will also adjust for the weather and will be out earlier 

than later. 

Fort Kent SnoRiders Snowmobile Club:  Reporting that their entire system was groomed last night.  ITS 85 

from Carter Brook to Frenchville, ITS 92 to St. Francis turn around, 73, 73A, and 73B will all be done by morning.  

They will halt grooming operations until Sunday evening. 

Eagle Lake snowmobile club:  Reporting that 120 and 85 were groomed last night.  They will not be grooming 

until this weather passes.  One section of ITS 85 North has a logging operation and is marked well.  Please use 

caution in this area. 

Fort Fairfield:  Reporting they have been over everything, and the water holes are starting to freeze up well. 

St. Francis Sno-Angels:  Reporting that trails are in great shape.   ITS92 west from lodge to Chamberlain Market, 

then East, ITS92 railbed to the Fort Kent turnaround, then onto 92A to Carter Brook!  Lots of traffic!  Stay right! 

Ride safe!  See you at the lodge for lunch Sat.!! 

Central Aroostook Snowmobile club:  Reporting all trails in great shape. ITS 83 Monticello to Presque Isle is 

in good shape. Plowed section in Bridgewater for 2.3 miles due to logging operation. #9 Lake Trail from ITS 83 

in Monticello is closed due to a logging operation. As an FYI the restaurants on Main St. in Mars Hill are closed 

on Mondays and Tuesdays so sledders should plan accordingly. Freshies' deli is the only one open those days.  

Also, it is illegal to park a snowmobile on the sidewalk unless the town has passed this ordinance.  In Mars Hill 

please do not park or ride on the sidewalks except to cross them, there is ample parking out back.  

Ashland Snowmobile Club:  Reporting trails are in good shape and 71A to Oxbow is opened and groomed, ITS 

88 was also groomed last night.  There is a logging operation on Castle Hill and of our section of ITS 88.  Deer 

is in town so please use caution.  Please stay on marked trails it is signed and groomed for a reason. 



Moosetown Riders (Allagash):  Reporting ITS 92 from Allagash to Chamberlain’s and connector 120 to 

Debouille have been groomed.  They will also be not grooming until the weather is more favorable.    If anyone 

is planning a ride to Estcourt Station, please read Moosetown Riders Facebook page for all necessary info! 

Frenchville snowmobile club:  Reporting all trails groomed and in excellent shape.  They will not be grooming 

this weekend and will resume Monday. 

Red Arrow snowmobile club:  Reporting all trails are groomed and in great shape.  They will most likely be out 

earlier than later, so if you are out riding, please keep an eye out for the groomer. 

Chapman Ridge Runners:  Reporting all trails are groomed, trail 105 south is open and groomed, watch for 

logging trucks. 

Aroostook River Snowmobile club:  Reporting trails are in great shape and grooming every night.  This weekend 

due to the cold temperatures will be grooming during the day instead of the night.  

Easton Trailbreakers snowmobile club:  Reporting that the club ride to Big Ricks in Madawaska this Saturday 

is cancelled. 

Madawaska snowmobile club:  Reporting that ITS 83 and 81A are groomed as of last night, entire system has 

been groomed since the cold weather has set in.  They will not be grooming this weekend and will commence on 

Sunday. 

Cold Mountain Snowmobile Club (Grand Isle):  Reporting that the trails are in excellent condition. 

Presque Isle Snowmobile club:  Reporting multiple passes on their system and in excellent shape.  The trail to 

clubhouse along Arnold Brook Alt 83 South remains closed due to flooding, they are hoping to have it opened by 

Saturday. 

Gateway Snowmobile Club (Van Buren):  Reporting all trails are in great shape.  They will not be grooming 

Friday and Saturday night due to the extreme cold. 

Limestone Snow Hawks:  reporting all trails in great shape and will be out during the day and not night this 

weekend. 

Caswell (Pleasant Ridge Riders):  Reporting that all trails are groomed and signed. 

Walker Siding Snowmobile Club:  Reporting they have gone over their entire system; they still need to do some 

signage.  Watch for logging on ITS 81-west end near York ridge, this is where ITS 88 and ITS 81 meet. 

 

 



Southern Aroostook:   

Oxbow-Masardis Snowmobile Club:  Reporting both groomers are out and ITS 85 North and South are in good 

shape.  They are halting grooming until Sunday morning.   

Eastern Maine Snow Riders:  Reporting trails are shaping up nicely.  Trail 1 to Haynesville, trail 3, 3A and ITS 

110 all groomed.  Sherman and Linneus are both connected.   

Benedicta SnowGang – A message from the Gang to all riders…You need to consider staying home this weekend 

because of the brutal wind chills that will occur on Friday and Saturday with wind chill factors as low as -50, 

everything freezes up, including groomers. Both Snowgang groomers will be parked for those 48 hrs. There is no 

way that we would put an operator in danger if he/she broke down in such brutal conditions. Please. Please ~~~ 

stay off the trails for those 48 hours ~~~ it could save your life!!  

Molunkus Valley Snow Drifters FYI ~ As always, the groomers have been out all week taking care of the trails. 

They do want everyone to know that no MVSD groomers will be out this weekend due to the weather. Safety 

first!   

Rockabema Snow Rangers –ITS112 west to ITS83 and North on ITS81 to 62- Skinners. The trail condition is 

excellent! 

Big Valley Snow Club –Ethan and Hank groomed ITS83 south to Sherman intersection and to Mattawamkeag 

Lake on the Bible Point trail. The club now connects ITS83 in Sherman and Island Falls to ITS85 North of Shin 

Pond via trail 62A off ITS112. Yesterday was spent on trails 60 west of Pleasant Pond, ITS83 north to Oakfield, 

Mattawamkeag River Bridge and ITS112 west, 62A to ITS 85.  

The area has lodgings, restaurants, beautiful views and great trails connecting Patten, Shin Pond, Linneus, 

Sherman and Oakfield. More grooming tomorrow! They will be ready for the weekend.  

Smoki Haulers – The club had a lot of brush work and downed trees to clear but is happy to report that the trails 

are finally all groomed and ready to go. There is one reroute due to logging…ITS83 north in South Oakfield has 

been rerouted but is signed. If you follow the signs, they will take you to where you were going. 

Everything is a go for this very cold weekend, but the groomers will not be out.  

Meduxnekeag Ramblers – ITS86 west is groomed as is ITS 83 south. The Club is still running on one groomer 

but is getting things done! Club trail 81 is being groomed today and signage is ongoing. Please ride with caution 

and watch for the groomer. 

Linneus Snow Sports – Last night the guys tackled putting up a skidder bridge on trial 64. Skidder mats were 

donated by the Smoki-Haulers Club to make a safer and more pleasant ride for everyone. This trail will be getting 

more traffic as the usual ITS83 trail to Oakfield has been closed due to logging.  ITS83 to Big Valley Club and 



Island Falls is still in use.  ITS83 south to its105 has not been groomed due to a large mud hole which should be 

frozen solid after this weekend.  

Last night the Trooper went down ITS105 north to trail 1 then across 1up to the game reserve, where it turned 

and doubled back then travelled ITS105 north to Seiders Variety.  The groomer then went down 83 south to Logie 

Field, down trail 3 onto south end of the trail. On 1 we then went as far as the old pig farm on Estabrook Rd., then 

doubled back to the clubhouse. Some major water holes have been filled but use caution as they could they open!! 

*** If anyone knows anything about the people going around the “STAY ON MARKED TRAIL” signs and pond 

jumping on Hagan Farms, would you please let Wally the trail master, or the Warden Service know? It was 

enough to potentially shut down the whole trail system.  Without landowners, such as Hagan Farms allowing the 

club to groom trails through their property, Linneus Snosports would not exist. They are major landowners in 

Houlton, Hodgdon & Linneus. A few disrespectful kids and adults can ruin it for all others that enjoy the sport.  

On a more upbeat note-  

• The Molunkus Valley Snow Drifters Club is hosting a potluck at the Clubhouse at 5pm on Feb 4. Dinner 

at 5, meeting at 6. Come find out what’s going on! 

• The legendary sledding hill near the clubhouse of Smoki Haulers is also ready for family fun! Take a few 

runs and warm up in the clubhouse. Dress warm. 

• Linneus Sno Sports will be hosting lunch at the clubhouse on Saturday and Sunday from 11 to 2. Stop by 

and warm up! 

• Meduxnekeag Ramblers will be hosting a Moosestompers Breakfast on Saturday morning. Other 

Saturday, Moosestompers events have been cancelled and moved to Sunday due to the extreme cold. 

Check the Moosestopmers FB page FMI. 

 

For the most accurate and up-to date weather information, please visit NOAA at https://bit.ly/39ToofL 

 

ON THE SOCIAL SIDE: 

Carter Sno-Bird Snowmobile Club: will be hosting a Beans and Franks with Ployes fundraiser on Saturday 

February 18.  4pm until sold out.  $15 per person. 

Carter Brook Sno-Bird Snowmobile Club:  will be hosting a vintage snowmobile show and parade at Valley 

Motors Parking lot on 82 West Main Street in Fort Kent.  $15 registration fee.  8am registration until 10am.  9am 

show until 10:30am.  The parade will start after the last Can-Am Crown Musher departs.  FMI: call Russ 207-

316-9919, antique sleds will be on display until the parade. 

Aroostook County Northern Region MSA showcase Ride and Meeting March 18, hosted by the Madawaska 

Snowmobile club.  Saturday 8am Madawaska snowmobile club located on Fournier Road on ITS 81, 9am depart 

https://bit.ly/39ToofL


on 100-mile ride guided in the region, Lunch at St. Francis SnoAngels clubhouse.  5pm Social at the Madawaska 

clubhouse, 6pm Dinner/7pm meeting.  Cost is $30 per person, Preregister by March 13.  For more information 

contact Denise Duperre, Northern region director, 207-316-9118 

-Limestone Snow hawks will have their clubhouse open Saturdays from 9am to 1pm. 

Washburn Trail Runners clubhouse will be open Friday 8am to 2pm, Saturday 7am to 2pm and Sunday 7am to 

12.  

St. Francis Sno-Angel’s clubhouse will be open on Saturdays for lunch starting at 11.  Menu this Saturday 

Lasagna, Coleslaw or Chef Salad, Rolls and sweets.  $12 for members and $15 for nonmembers. 

Meduxnekeag Ramblers snowsled clubhouse will be having Breakfast every Saturday during the season from 6-

9. 

 



 


